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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2715

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By House Commi ttee on Technol ogy, Energy & Conmuni cations (originally
sponsored by Representatives Ericks, Anderson, Mrris, Haler, Crouse,
Hanki ns, Nixon, Sunp, P. Sullivan, Hudgins, Kilner, Takko, G een,
Sells, dibborn, Sinpson, Springer, Roberts, Onsby, Morrell and
Mcintire)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 27/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to the state interoperability executive commttee;
amendi ng RCW 43. 105. 330; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that |ocal governnents
need to have interoperable comunications to ensure the public safety
and welfare of all citizens in the state of Washington. In [ight of
recent catastrophic events around the world, including in the United
States, it is now nore inportant than ever that all responders be able
to conmmunicate clearly and without interference or mal function.

The legislature has learned that nunerous states, the federal
governnent, and sone international governnents have adopted the

project-25 standard for i nteroperable conmmuni cati ons. Local
governnments in Washington have started to purchase the project-25
i nt eroperabl e comuni cation standard equi pnent. In order to ensure

that | ocal governnents continue to nmake snmart purchasing decisions

they need certainty that the purchases will be interoperable with state
equi prent and that the state wll adopt the national project-25
standards. It is the intent of this act to provide certainty to | ocal
governnments that a statewi de project-25 interoperable conmunications

p. 1 SHB 2715



A W DN P

©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

systemw || be in place throughout Washington in the near future, and
the i nvestnments they are nmaki ng are advantageous to the original intent
of i nteroperable communications, thus ensuring the safety and welfare
of Washington's citizens.

Sec. 2. RCW43.105.330 and 2003 ¢ 18 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The board shall appoint a state interoperability executive
commttee, the nenbership of which nmust include, but not be limted to,
representatives of the mlitary departnment, the Wshington state
patrol, the departnent of transportation, the departnent of information
services, the departnent of natural resources, <city and county
governnments, state and local fire chiefs, police chiefs, and sheriffs,
and state and |ocal energency nmanagenent directors. The chair and
| egi sl ative nenbers of the board will serve as nonvoting ex officio
menbers of the commttee. Voting nenbership may not exceed fifteen
menbers.

(2) The chair of the board shall appoint the chair of the commttee
from anong the voting nenbers of the commttee.

(3) The ((strategie—fstate})) state interoperability executive
commttee has the follow ng responsibilities:

(a) Develop policies and make recomendations to the board for
technical standards for state w reless radi o comruni cati ons systens,
i ncluding energency comunications systens. The standards nmnust
address, anong other things, the interoperability of systens, taking
into account both existing and future systens and technol ogi es;

(b) Coordi nate and nmanage on behalf of the board the |icensing and
use of state-designated and state-licensed radio frequencies, including
the spectrum used for public safety and energency communi cati ons, and
serve as the point of contact with the federal conmunications
comm ssion on matters relating to allocation, use, and licensing of
radi o spectrum

(c) Coordinate the purchasing of all state wreless radio
communi cations system equi pnent to ensure that:

(i) After the transition from a radio over internet protocol
network, any new trunked systemshall be, at a m ninum project-25;

(ii) Any new systemthat requires advanced digital features shal
be, at a mninmum project-25; and
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(iii) Any new system or equi pnent purchases shall be, at a m ni num

upgr adeabl e to project-25;

(d) Seek support, including possible federal or other funding, for
st at e-sponsored w rel ess comruni cati ons systens;

((€))) (e) Develop recommendations for legislation that may be
required to pronote interoperability of state w rel ess comrunications
syst ens;

((€e))) (f) Foster cooperation and coordi nati on anong public safety
and energency response organi zati ons;

((6)) (@ Wrk wth wreless conmmunications groups and
associations to ensure interoperability anong all public safety and
ener gency response W rel ess comruni cati ons systens; and

((¢)) (h) Perform such other duties as may be assigned by the
board to pronote interoperability of wireless comuni cati ons systens.

~-- END ---
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